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Conclusion: 
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4) Most of them refused to print out their lectures, simply 
because, they believed that the university mission, objectives, 
and aims are completely different from those of a school. It is 
not merely memorization but it is rather a practice to take 
notes, synthesize, compare, analyze, reach to results through 
reasoning and justification, writing term papers and 
preparation of research are also very important in the 
university level. In this context, we quote Ahmed Amin: 

School teaches the latest that knowledge reachs to, whereas 
the university tries to discover further and deep knowledge 
and also it helps students how to refute an opinion to 
substitute it for another one. (19) 

5) Orientalist approaches were somehow new if they are 
compared to what students have already used to. 

6) Orientalists set out good norms in research and lectures as 
well, false assumptions and, arbitrary results were to be 
avoided. 

7) Orientalists drew Egyptians' attention to the importance of 
learning foreign languages, provided that he who know 
another language in addition to Arabic, can see world with 
two eyes. 
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analytical approach based on psychology and sociology, neglecting 
the historical facts in that point. 

As we can see in this part, the mistakes were to be committed b> 
the students of orientalists. 

X 

We completely agree that there are some mistakes committed not 
only by some orientalists but also by some of their followers those 
who took things for granted. 

However, one should say that there are also certain strong points 
that orientalists must be credited for. Among these points lie 
several good behaviour and university academic norms. Examples 
for that: 

1) Some orientalists asked their students to analyze their 
lectures. 

2) Some of them told their students they were not able to give 
decisive and final answers to some questions. 

(They didn't find any harm to say sorry, we don't know). 

3) They opened the eyes of their studetsn on some new issues 
perhaps for the first time. Example for that was melony's 
lectures or Summer history, Hamorabi Laws, and the histon 
of Assyrians. 
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Mohamed Al-Khudari, a new graduate at Dar Al-Ulnm to teach 
Islamic history. 

Another battle took place also around that time, the dissertation 
of Mansour Fahmi on the development of Women in Islam. Fahmi 
made a mark of distinction between Mohammadan instructions 
and Islamic instructions that would have to appear in a later time. 

In that, Fahmi was influenced by Levi Proul, Lamance, Renan, 
Dozi, Welhausen and Perron. Fahmi concluded that the position 
of women was deteriorated by dressing viel? That prevented them 
to? Participate in public life. He reached that point on a ground of 
applying the sociological approach. 

A third story was Taha Hussein and his concepts of pre Islamic 
poetry. He fallowed Margoliouth and quoted De Kart in an 
attempt to apply their technique on a firmly well established Arab 
and Islamic traditions. (,8) 

Muhammad Ahmed Khalaf Allah stired a problem that went on 
1947 for discussion under the Egyptian parliament dome, on the 
art of story in the holly Qur'an. The people of that time gathered 
that the author quoted his ideas from a Christian called St. Claire 
who was known by his doubts in the authenticity of the Qur'anic 
stories. They both said that such stories are for Preaching rather 
than a piece of history. Khalaf applied in his dissertation an 
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IX 

Orientalists' contribution to the E.U. are reported to be obvious. 
Objectivity and critical approach were to be applied to a great 
extent. However, this wasn't always right. Some students of 
orientalists made mistakes when they tried to apply such an 
approach to things that have sacred place among Muslims. Also, 
other students took the objectivity as a pretext to dare discussing 
very sensitive issues in Islam. 

In the following, I'm going to cite some of these mistakes, 
remember that they're the students mistakes rather than the 
orientalists ones. 

Jurgi Zaydan, and so Ahmed Amin went to say that pre Islamic 
Arabs had taken For Jews the idea of hajj (pilgrimage to mecca), 
al Dahiyya (sacrif.ee on the tradition of Abraham), and also the 
rites of marriage and divorce. 

Also, Zaydan alone at that time claimed that the reason for Arabs 
getting victory in the Islamic conquests must be traced back to 
their being skillfnl in horse and came, riding. We ask: what about 
God's will in that?! 

It's not a mere essential question we direct to Zaydan, because 
wise students of that time wen. on strike and E.U. administration 
was convinced no. to hire him. They rather hired she.kh 
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In order to further verify this historical point, famous historians 
could be checked such as Tabari, Ya'gubi, Ibn AI Athir, and Ibn 
Khuldun. In their sources, one can read about the development of 
political and social status of Arab tribes, their relationship with 
Persians, their stand towards Damascus and so on and so forth. 
We've to widely open our eyes to allow them see better the new 
circumstances resulted from new alleys and clintes that made it 
possible for all Arabs at that time a very remarkable role in 
Khurasan. If it's true that there was a conflict between Khurasani 
and Umayyed people, the Persians alone were not the only people 
involved, definitely Arabs also participated in such a conflict. 

We should conclude here, that the Abbasids were not fanatic 
against Persians or Arabs, simply because they basically 
concerned themselves with the Arabs in Khursan, one can also see 
that the help that revolutionary Arabs obtained for the side of non 
Arabs was also a factor. This means that non Arabs or mainly 
Persians were fighting on the two sides. Some of them tend to 
support Umayyeds, others in the side of Abbassids. 

Arabic and Islamic traditions were always dominant: thanks to 
the Abbassid Caliphs who chased Zandaqa (unbelief), shu'ubiyya 
(racist) and the like. The example of Baramika is not far from the 
scene here. (,7) 
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came to Egypt. By analogy, Dar Al-Ulum's professor at that early 
time found that both languages Greek and Latin were taught in 
the West for their being closer to the modern languages. So old 
Semetic languages taught in Dar Al-Ulum for their being very 
close to Arabic. 

Some orientalist in E.U. looked at the Abbasid dynasty as an issue 
of conflict between Arab (governors) and Persians (governed). It 
was said that they quoted their senior professors in the West such 
as Noldeke, van Flotine, Welhousen who clearly expressed the 
idea that Abbasid dynasty was a national Persian revolution 
against, Arab governors. Whom were considered unfair. As an 
evidence for that, the majority of Abbassid supporters and clients 
were Persians. In this context, one should recall the position of 
purely Arab tribes in Khurasan i.e. a cradle of Abbassid 
revolution, the fact that was neglected in the orientalists' treatises 
in general. 

Unfortunately, Welhousen's book entitled the Ummayyad 
Dynasty: Rise & Fall was translated into Arabic and published 
twice in Egypt. Some Arab historians repeated Welhousen's ideas 
and thoughts. Among those scholars there were Jurji Zaydan, 
Ahmed Amin, Philip Hitti, Hassan Ibrahim and Ahmed Shalabi. 
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Vlil 

To what extent, those orientalists were or were not objective in 
their opinions? 

Ahmed Amin was fond of them and he admired their concept of 
having Arabic literature classified in various and consequent eras. 
He concluded that such a topic was never known before the 
orientalists came to Egypt. 

I wonder, Ahmed Amin was a friend and colleague to Ahmed Al- 
Iskandary (1875-1938). That latter professor graduated from Dar 
Al-UImn 1898 and taught in that great school for about a quarter 
of a century 1907-132. more important here to say that Al- 
Iskandaary had a book of his own in which he presented the 
Arabic literature according to chronical development across all 
periods of history. 

It was reported by so many scholars. That this book appeared in 
several thousand pages. The introduction that Iskandari wrote to 
his book was to be compared to Ibn Khuldun's. how then it was 
assumed by Amin that credit should go only to the orientalists?! 

(16) 

The same thing applied also to the Semitic languages. Dar al Ulum 
initiated a course on that subject, longtime before orientalists 
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As for the first topic, he attend to prove that Arabs are 
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skills." 5 ' 



Sa .,i,.ana wasn't different from Guide. He also tried to prove that 
n „f Greek philosophy was strong upon Arab 

,h. influence of Greek P P ^ ^ 

civilization. Such a tendency almost prevailed 
opinions of that group of orientalists. 



-16- 



and sciences. He admitted that Arabs from the beginning were 
leaders also in these last two fields, however, he stressed the fact 
that in order for Arabs to excell in these two domains once more, 
they should be exposed to new ideas coming from the West. 

It has been reported that Massignon's lectures dealt with Arab 
ideas but in European technical terms. Therefore, the subject of 
numbers in grammar was taught under mathematics, the material 
under power, life under biology, oneself under psychology, society 
under sociology, Allah (God) under Anthology. It seems tome that 
there were no mistakes committed, for Messignon attempted to 
show his students to what field of study each item should belong. 
In so doing, he successfully introduced his students to the West 
contribution attained in the West in those fields, of course side by 
side with the Arabic connotations. To me, it's a new methodology 
of that era in Egypt in a more comprehensive manner and 
encyclopedic and interactive approach. (14) 

On the contrary of Masignon, I. Guidi adopted a strange 
approach. He was supposed to teach his students history of Arabs 
an Muslims, yet he made his concentration on two points: 

a) Religious subjects . 

b) Arab civilization in general. 
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was affected by Morracon dialect, the thing that made it strange 
to the ears of Egyptians. His articulation also was affected 
somehow by French accent upon pronouncing Arabic consonants 
and words. 

Nallino taught Arab astronomy and physics. He also gave some as 
well as good lectures on the history of Arabic literature. His 
methodology had two main pillars. 

First, is the philological approach that he adopted. His linguistic 
analysis was remarkable to all. He came to know well verb forms, 
noun derivatives and the semantics of a sentence. 

The second pillar was represented by Nallino's documentation. 
Each statement he quoted was always followed by the title of a 
reference, and author. This gave him some scientific dignity and 
made all of his students trust his knowledge to a great extent. 

As for Massignon's lectures, they were centered around the 
history of philosophical attitudes in Islam. He made a clear link 
between philosophy and religion in an attempt to apply that 
technique to the Arab heritage, perhaps for the first time. 

Massignon adduced two concepts: 

a) Arabs advanced and excelled m the religious studies, whereas 
the> had to develop more and more their knowledge in philosophy 
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In addition to tresewell, we shouldn't forget to mention some 
prominent names (all Britain) Thomas Arnold, New Berry and Jeffery 
Arberry. 

As for the German orientalists, we must mention Eino Littmann 
whose specialization was philological study in comparative 
Semitic languages. He was hired in different to teach this topic: 
three times 1910-1912, 1929, then as a visiting professor on 1948. 
it's for Littmann, E.U. invited the well known German orientalist. 
Bergstrasser for whom a new era of the German orientalist 
activities started a new phase in E.U. 

In addition to the Italian, Britain, French and German, a number 
of orientalists from other nationalities such as Russian: Fladimere 
Minorsky, Golenischeff and Vikentiev, Spanish: De Glarzeh, 
Snouck Hurgronje, Dvorak Hangariam, Goldziher, Chick. (13> 

VII 

The most important orientalist professors at E.U., are Nallino, 
Juidi, Masignon, Viett and Santilana. As to their capability of 
Arabic, Nallino used to lecturing in fluent Arabic as a semi native 
speakers, so did both Juidi and Viett. 

On the contrary, Masignon and Santilana encountered some 
difficulty in clearly expressing themselves in Arabic. The first of 
them had some trouble in grammar, the language of the second 



IV 



place). His library conta.ned very rare and prec.ous books on the 
Islam.c art and architecture that cover so wide geographical .one 
extending from Spain to India. Also, he owned a good library 
collection of primary sources of historians and geographers. 

Creswell has asserted the necessity of studying history as a 
prerequisite for archeology He added that he spent 48 years in 
establishing and gathering photos of the most important Islamic 
monuments that cover the area from Bagdad to Kurdova. 

C resewell was fond of classification of that photos collection, by a 
way of apply ing a very unique plan. He found that each page 
would take his a time between 25 to 30 minutes to define its order 
in the collection. Since the total number of pages attains 2134 
pages, he roughly estimated the effort and time needed for 
completing that task 1067 hours. This means that he was expected 
to work for 6 hours a day and for a period of six month span of 



time. 



There is no douht. Kgyptian students got some experience from 
working ven close Co him. and also learned a lo, about time 
roanagetnen. and .he necessar, steps of implementation of the 
task needed. Needless to say that his Egyptian students also 
gained a lot from the data of the important and valuable 
monuments that he already gathered. 
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As for English and French literature, they were given to their own 
native speakers to teach sometimes in the original language, on 
other times in Arabic. 

Locally hired Egyptian professors were only to teach Arabic 
literature, Islamic history, and history of philosophy. None of 
these topics were given to non native speakers of Arabic. 

VI 

Although the British occupation was very strong at that time, the 
role of Britain orientalists was so tiny and less influential, perhaps 
for several of reasons. First of all, lord Krummer was so stubborn, 
fanatic and incooperative towards the establishment of E.U., 
secondly, king Fouad didn't speak English well, the thing that 
made impossible any cultural contact, especially his majesty was 
the king of a country already occupied by British troops. 

We refer at that fact, with the exception to a very diligent Britain 
scholar i.e. K.A. Creswell who was interested in studying the 
Islamic architecture and he should be truly credited for the 
establishment of the department of Architecture and old 
monuments in the E.U. 

Creswell home library and the studio annexed to it were called al 
harm (sacred place). He used to call them Harmi (my sacred 
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Italy encouraged that idea and took very positive initiatives. She 
has already agreed to pay .is professors (no other country did the 
same). 

Italy also provided the Egyptian University with five hundred 
volumes of primary and secondary academic resources. In 
addition, she sent Dr. Fago one of the most famous professors of 
Italy University to make the necessary arrangement as to book 
classification in the newly established library of the E.U. ,12) 

Those Italian university professors had a long time of experience 
to teach some Arab and Islamic topics as well as a survey of the 
old history of the East. Among those professors, there were 1. 
Guidi who taught pre-Islamic history courses; C.A. Nallino who 
taught both the Arab history of astronomy and history of Arabic 
literature mainly classical; David Santillana who was interested in 
teaching the effect of Greek philosophy upon the Islamic thought; 
G. Meloni who taught history of Somer, Hamorabi Laws, and 
history of Assyrians. 

We should note here that in spite of the fact that Italian professors 
were brought to Egypt, the Italians were asked only to teach 
specific religions and/or historical topics rather than teaching 
their own literature 
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That university started in 1908 (Ahliyva) non-governmental, 17 
years later, it has become governmental on 1925. Egyptian faculty 
and administration found it important, hesitate to say useful, to 
ask help from see orientalists to take part in teaching certain 

(10) 

courses. ' 

In the following five essential points are to be discussed. These 
points can be summed up as fallows : 

The need for oriantalists in E.U. 

Their nationalities. 

- Fields of study they taught. 

- Their methodology and attitudes (right/wrong). 

Their influence upon Egyptian scholars. 

In order to brief the readers on these points, we must recall back 
the position of the Egyptian university upon classes started on 
1908. a decision was made to send abroad graduate missions to 
study for ph.Ds. Since that type of arrangement was supposed to 
take some time i.e. 4 or more years, the only solution was made by 
the prince Ahmed found to borrow some professors from abroad, 
mainly Italians. 
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Most recent attitudes have been also repeated Or Mohamed a. 
Babiyy from Azhar university inspired by .he most famous 
critica. edUing Scho.er Mahmoud Mohammad Shak.r v,..en«.y 
anac k orien.a.is.s no matter the reason was. N a g«ib Al-Aqiqi 
wr „,e 1 vo.ume book en.it.ed in Arabic a. Mus.ashriq.un 
.Orien.a.ists) in which he shows how important their ro.e was and 
t0 wha , extent the, should be credited for their contribute to 
both Arabs and Muslims as well. '* 

\ 

ln the foHowing parts, the role of orien.a.is.s in .he Egyptian 
university EX. (Later C airo f niversi,, is h.gh.igh.ed. Provtded 
tha , this role was proceeded b> their ro.es in the other domain or 
even their stay in Egypt. Edward lane for ins.ance came ,o Egyp. 

is« 1811 1842 he wrote an habits and traditions 
in three visits 182:>. .»-"• 

of Egyptians. His book ,s selective in a way. 

Similar,. Edward Herrv Palmer who visited Egypt m 1882 as the 
se „i»r translator... .he Br.tish rorce. more like,, ,< hare, 
»a,s„n a well known lin.uist. worked as a commander of he 

v f„r several vear Both of them contributed to the 
Egy ptian arm) lor seserai >e« 

field of Arab culture 

Ml that mean that .he or,en,a.is.s contacts ,n Egypt had been 
kn „„„ even before ,he establishment of the Egyptian Ln.ersUy. 
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IV 

We must take this opportunity to see things in a more objective 
way. This teach us to avoid generalization or even to repeat the 
common opinions that always take the opposite direction to 
orientalists. First of all, noone is able to convince that all of their 
efforts are on the wrong direction, simply because at least some of 
them have objectivity wrote interesting treatises that one can 
admire and appreciate. Among those scholars there are De Khuie, 
Miller, Broeklmann, Acsin Plathious, Niclahlson, Valzer, Erwin 
Rosenthal!, and Paul Crows. 

It seems, whether true or false, that some Orientalists Islam deal 
with Islamic issues only from the scientific point of view. Spiritual 
aspects were somehow neglected in their discussion. So many 
books are written on these issues in an attempt to show what is 
right and what is wrong. A list of these works are adduced in the 
final bibliography of that paper. lSl 

It's very interesting to register here two diversive opinions of 
1942. Harawi says that harm that Moslems get from orientalists is 
more than benefits. Contrary to that, Zaki Mubarak asserts that 
the opposite is quite true because orientalists have served to Arab 
culture to a great extent. 



It s really a reversible logic. Once we examine the Arab medieval 
period across the European renaissance, one can find that Europe 
was and still indebted to the Arab in most branches of knowledge. 
Europeans relied on the Arab and Islamic heritage for a period of 
time. It s a fact that Greek and Hebrew were resurrected only 
through Arabic. 

Other examples are still in our list in this context. For instance, in 
the domain of Arabic language and literature, it is true that 
orientalists have contributed a lot as to the extensive studv of 
Arabic roots, words and their relations to the other Semitic or old 
languages. Thev studv also Arabic grammar, phonology, 
philology , prosody and, lexicography The> should be credited for 
the indices they produce but we should Vito their concept about 

Arabic borrowing, for they limited that to only Arabic, which is 

not historically true. 

Orientalists also have contributed to the fields of vernaculars or 
dialects, local and region slang that have to do with folklore i.e. 
phenomena that are always subject to developing. This could be 
argued on the ground that Arab and Islamic civilization tend to 
have common and mutual characteristics rather than diversity. 



lhey said so, on the assumption that non-Arabs started to pla> 
roles in respective generations and times. 

As for the sciences of Arab and Islamic civilization , orientalists 
also introduce us to some untraditional concepts. Examples to 
that, philosophy, they assert, was transferred to Arabs from old 
Greek either directly or through some Assyrians. (5) 

III 

Under the umbrella of philosophy spring out, the> sa\, arithmetic 
, astronomy, astrology, physics, chemistry, biology, planting and 
agriculture, irrigation, science of mines and metals, associated and 
related sciences to medicine, arts and what annexed to arts such as 
calligraphy, drawings, decoration, architecture, textile, music 
including melody signing, and the like. Orientalists attempt to 
prove, that all these branches should be traced to its wider sense 
philosophy in its wider sense. 

It is obvious therefore that thev seek to first elevate the value of 
Greek philosophy, secondh to diminish the role of Arabs and 
Moslems in an attempt to ignore or completely neglect the Arab 
contribution and initiatives in this regard. ,<,, 



In Islam, orientalises focused on pre-lslamu period, biography 
of the prophet Mohamed as reflected in the earK Arabic primary 
sources. Moreover, they touched upon certain argumentative 
topics as to dogma, theology, Sufism, as well as the extravagance 
in some early sects religious or theological (Firaq Islamia) 
especially Sh'aites and Batineya group. 

Along with the same stream, they wrote on Islamic treatises, its 
primary sources, Muslim jurists (Fuqahaa), their trends and 
attitudes, points of differences and argumentation among them, 
and they also stressed on the Islamic penalty law (Uqubat or 
Hudud). 

As to the Arab and Muslim history, orientalists were more 
concerned about Arab history books, the matter of authenticity, 
sources, events, in addition to the history of Islamic battles 
(Ghazawat) and conquest s(Maghazi or Futuhaat). 

rhe> gave more attention to the well known historians such as 
Tabari, Ibn Al-Athir and Ibn Khuldoun. 

The Arab history as seen by the orientalists is restricted only, they 
say, to the era of Prophet hood the four righteous Caliphs, 
I mavvads and \bbasid> "" 
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Professor Mohamed Kurd All president of Damascus scientific 
academy puts it in the following words: We Moslems surely work 
for the interest of our own countries and religion, therefore, we 
shouldn't expect that orienalists behave differently. They were 
also loyal to their countries. (3) 

In the light of this statement, we can gather a point on the 
common dualism in both West and East. In the West, their were 
theology and imperialism, whereas in the East Arabacism and 
Islam. This in way, could shed some light on the answer of the 
question that has been already raised. 

II 

Orientalist contribution has spread out to include : 

a) Islamic and historical studies. • 

b) Language and literary studies . 

In Islamic studies, orienalists wrote and published books, 
treatises, held conferences, issued periodical journals, 
documentary pamphlets, prepared indices for Arabic manuscripts 
as well as other printed books. In addition, they established 
certain specialist libraries that had to do with knowledge 
marketing and experience exchange. 



The early department of Arabic language was established in the 
University of Paris 1539. \ rival chair was designated in Lieden 
Holland 1613. It was no longer in the first quarter of 17 th century, 
until two other chairs were assigned for almost the same purpose 
in Oxford and Cambridge. 

There were seven Units for orientalist activities and tasks that 
exist in Britain, Italy, Spain, Germany, France, Russia, as well as 
in the United States of America. The oldest of them all were 
Britain, Italy, and Germany, whereas the latest was the circle or 
Unit existing in the USA. 

Does oriantalism means imperialism in its bad connotation? ,2) 

It's not an easy question to answer. However, one can see so many 
factors that activated the orientalist work. Among those factors, 
there are: 

Religious, political, scientific, commercial, economical, or even 
personal. Even though one can t neglect the fact that those early 
orientalists undoubtedly felt some loyalty towards their countries. 
So, they were ready to contribute two things at a time: 

a) To set forth the knowledge they obtained to serve their 
countries' objectives. 

b) To work as consultants who saved no efforts to make their 
experience and feed back in the sen ice of their countries. 
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The Orientalists Contribution 
To 

The Egyptian University (E.U.)* 



" We Arabs surely work for the interests of our own countries, 
why then we do expect others or mainly orientalists behave 

differently?!" 

Mohamed Kurd Ali 
Ex. President of the Arab 
Scientific academy 
In Damascus. 

I 

In its wider sense, orientatalism means the interest of some 
Europeans in the East: its literary heritage, knowledge, 
civilization as well as its history. 

Orientalism simply started as a result to contacts between East 
and West Such a start appeared to be firstly political or military 
or both. However, we can't ignore some positive aspect i.e. the 
intellectual element that has started and still at work. 

Regardless the factors or even the results of that type of contact, (l) 
what remains real is the West interest in Arabic and Islamic 
studies as a whole. 



* Ahmed Taher Hassanein, professor and Chairman of Arabic Language 
Departenent .Duniversitx of Egypt for Sciences and Technology. 



